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BEFCRE REALING

Talk together

+ Look at the title and comer picture. Explain
that mral places in Austmlia are called

the bush and how at cerain times of vear
fines are common due tothe hot weather,

* Talk about whatchildren should do
if they ever sae a fira. Discuss the
importance of fir safaty.

* Look through the bookand talk about
the pictures.

Aboit the words in this book

« Yourchid shoud beable to sound
out and blend-some womd s, which
may incloda;

don’t old time house

scvy about  bush smoke

1 Some words may b2 moe challenging.
Encoumgeor model blending, then
read the words below toowour
child if necassany.

oh  Mrs asked
could  Australia
koalcs  should

CURIMG READING

Enjoy the stony toget har.
If wour child nesads
support to nead the
stony:

+ Rermind your child to
sound out and blend
unfamiliar words from
l=ftto rig ht.

4 Laok for compou nd
words, wherne two
wionds credte a bigger
word, e.g. moolight,

« If o wiord is still too
tricky, simphy say the
whala word for
wour child.

1 Re-read sentenoas
to focusan their
meaning whemr
MBCessdny.




Biff, Anneena and Nadim were

watching a film about bush fires
in Australia.



"What happens to the animals when
there are fires?” asked Nadim.

“I don’t know,” said Biff.
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. The magic key took them to a beach.
“Oh<no! Look at all that smoke,”
said Biff.



« A boy ran out of the sea.
'“l\_lcml’--"i--he yelled. “There’s a bush fire!
We ;should go.”



- “Quick, Ben!” shouted Nan. “We must
run home! T'llL call the fire service.”
“Can we help?” asked Anneena.



( ~ Ben smdthot they must run back
“~"to hischouse. “You can help us spray
water on the roof and walls.”



"It's hard for koalas when there are

bush ‘fires,” panted Ben. “Birds
can fly away, but not the koalas.”
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“The helicopter will come soon to
drop water,” said Nan. “But we can't
wait! Quick! Get the hoses going.”
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Biff and Anneena found a hose.
Nadim turned it on. They aimed
the water at the walls.
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- “Ben, run-and tell old Mrs Wilson to
come outside with us,” said Nan.
“We must all get ready to leave.”



Ben and Nadim shouted and banged
at Mrs Wilson’s door, but she didn’t

come and open It.
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They raced to the back of the house.
They ran inside but they still couldn’t
find Mrs Wilson.
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Just then, they saw the old lady.
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“l was looking for Bunyip,” she said.
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- Wheres the helicopter?” said Biff.
“L can hear it!” said Anneena.



ILIs.t then" fhe helicopter flew over.
~ It bagdn to dump water on the
fﬁEE’S nearby.



"-‘HtﬁW_' does that help?” asked Nadim.
“If the trees are really wet, the fire

won't spread this way,” said Ben.



.."ﬁﬁmthét:___hé'licopter flew over.
" It dumped water on the trees behind
the \houses.
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.."The pll.t:!t w-:wed to the children.

“It will come back with more water,”
Eq_lc_i_, Nan. “But we must leave soon.
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A koala with a joey,” said Anneena.
“They'll be hot,” said Nan. “And they

might be thirsty.”
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‘Do they drink water?” asked Biff.
“Let’s see,” said Nan.

She. filled Bunyip's bowl with water.
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o 4The _ﬁa_],:i__.r:d'pters have stopped the fire
| fqr:m_t':w, but we must be on our way,”
ﬂ'ﬂi";{ Nan. “Thank you for helping.”

22



“It's good we could help,” said Biff.
“And we've seen koalas!” said Nadim.

The magic key began to glow.
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“What a scary adventure!” said Biff.
“"But at least we helped the koalas,”
said Anneena.
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AFTER READING

* Look at pages 10-1l. Ask: Why did the children
spray the walls of the house?

* Look at page 19 together. Ask: Why did Nan say
they must leave soon?

* Talk about the end of the story. Ask: Who helped
to deal with the fire? What do yvou think might
happen next?
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* Biff, Chip und Kipper Stories

Bush Firel

The magic key takes the
children to Australia.
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